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Welcome… 

Welcome to the Summer edition of the Young 
Hearts newsletter, and especially to our new 
members.  Read on to find out more about us 
and what has been happening over the past   few 
months. 
 
We continue to support Young Hearts’       
members, as well as their families, offering advice 
and  support when required. Sometimes we are 
able to give financial help where needed;  at 
other times we are just there if you need an ear!  
We organise social events so that members can 
get together and we support the Bellhouse Ward 
at the JR Hospital by donating toys, pictures, fun 
packs and much-needed equipment for the young 
cardiac patients.   
 
 

Young Hearts would like to say a huge thank you 
to everyone who has raised money for our   
charity over the past few months.  We are     
unable to thank you all personally in this news-
letter, but rest assured that we really do         
appreciate your efforts on our behalf.  
 
Young Hearts’ committee member Darren Butler  
came up trumps when he persuaded Starbucks 
to sponsor Young Hearts at each of their coffee 
outlets in Oxfordshire throughout the           
Valentine’s Day period.  They raised an incredible 
£1,046.  Thank you, Starbucks! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Huge thanks must also go to the girls at Oxford 
High School, who packed shopping bags at a 
local M & S store.  Their hard work paid off as 
they managed to raise almost £800 for Young 
Hearts.  Your support is so greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our friends at The Nursery Shop in          
Abingdon raised nearly £380 by offering a gift 
wrapping  service ~ and instead of charging their 
customers for wrapping up their gifts, the shop 
asked them to make a donation to Young Hearts. 
 
Last but not least, some of our member families, 
rather than send Christmas cards, decided to 
donate the money they would have spent on 
cards to Young Hearts.   What a great idea ~ 
meaning another £100 towards Young Hearts! 
 
Thank you so much to everyone who has so 
kindly made a donation to our charity;  every 
penny goes towards helping heart children. 
 
 

Christmas Party  
The Young Hearts 2009 Christmas Party was a 
great success and very well attended.  We were 
delighted to see so many children having such a 
fantastic time.  Thank you to Dr Wilson and his 
team, for pitching in and handing out the      
sandwiches!   

 

Donations Given to Young Hearts 

 

YH Events & Fund-raising Activities 
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For those of you who were unable to attend or 
didn’t realise, it was Professor Stephen Westaby, 
along with his son Mark, who dressed up in dog 
and reindeer suits to run the Colonel Custard race.  
Sky News filmed the party and a feature about 
Young Hearts was broadcast just before Christ-
mas.  The children enjoyed a brilliant magic and 
games show and our thanks go, once again, to 
Colonel Custard for his excellent work.  We 
have had lots of feedback regarding ‘what a swell 
party it was’ and quite a few of the mums have 
mentioned how much they enjoyed having their 
nails painted! 

 

Christmas Party Mayhem 
 

 
Saturday Night Fever hits Abingdon 
Young Hearts’ committee members Nikki Bound 
and Cathy Pearl organised a charity event  -
Boogie Nights - raising an amazing £1,023 for 
Young Hearts.  The 70s and 80s-themed night,  
held in March at Abingdon United  Football Club, 
was an enormous success with a disco-tastic time 
being had by all.  So many fabulous costumes to 
choose from ~ funky platforms and plenty of 
neon and glitter.   We were even lucky enough 
to have the company of Goose and Maverick 
from Top Gun… Oh what a night! 

 
       

Cathy and Nikki take a break  from strutting their funky stuff! 

Presentation to the Ward and Table Top 
Sales at the JR 
Last month members of the Young Hearts’   
committee went along to the JR’s Bellhouse 
Ward to donate items purchased by the charity 
to fulfil the ward’s wish-list.  Over £1,500 worth 
of goodies including toys, TVs, DVD players, 
games consoles and other little extras to make a 
child's stay in hospital a bit easier were presented 
to Sally, the ward’s play specialist. 
 
On the same day Young Hearts organised a    
table top sale, also held at the JR.  The cake 
sale and tombola raised almost £350 ~ many 
thanks especially go to Yvonne Thomas, who 
once again baked an incredible amount of cakes! 
 
 

 
Your chance to attend a meeting to fight 

to keep children’s heart surgery at       
Oxford’s John Radcliffe Hospital 

 
The NHS Management Board and the NHS  
Medical Director have asked the National      
Specialised Commissioning Group (NSCG) to 
examine the way that children’s heart surgery 
services and interventional cardiology services 
are provided in the UK.   
 
The Safe & Sustainable programme will           
recommend how services should be organised in 
the future.  There are currently 11 children’s 
heart surgery centres in England. Approximately 
30 surgeons conduct children’s heart operations 
in England and between them they carry out 
around 3,800 procedures a year. 
A likely outcome of the review is fewer surgical 
centres with larger teams of experts.  
 
The Oxford Children’s Cardiac Centre at       
the  John Radcliffe Hospital is one of those at 
high risk of closure. 
 
Young Hearts are fighting to keep the Oxford 
Centre open;  several committee  members have 
attended various Safe and Sustainable meetings 
and we have written to local MPs. 
 
The benefits of larger regional centres are outlined 
in the consultation document, but there appears 
to be NO consideration of the possible negative 
effects.  Young Hearts believes there are many.   

Safe & Sustainable 



Safe and Sustainable are running a series of events 
around the country so that you can learn more 
about this important issue and also to enable you 
to have your say regarding the future of         
children's heart services in your area.  
 
Young Hearts does not want to see the        
Children’s Cardiac Centre at the JR close, and 
we urge you to attend the Oxford area meeting 
later this month to fight to keep it open.    
 
The Oxford meeting will take place: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information and to register for the 
above meeting online, please take a look at the 
following website: 
 
www.eventsforce.net/
specialisedcommissioningevents 
 

 
As you may be aware the Oxford Children’s 
Cardiac Service is the subject of an independent 
external review as a result of a number of infant 
deaths following cardiac surgery between        
December 2009 and February 2010.  
 
This review has nothing to do with the Safe &      
Sustainable programme. 
 
South Central Strategic Health Authority (SHA) 
has confirmed that the independent review into 
paediatric cardiac surgery and clinical governance 
at the Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals NHS Trust, 
commissioned by the Authority, will be reported 
upon at the authority’s meeting in public on      
29 July 2010.  
 
The suspension of paediatric cardiac surgery at 
the Oxford Children's Hospital is very stressful 
for many parents who are waiting for news of 
operations.  Please do call Young Hearts if you 
need support in any way.  The Cardiac Liaison 
Nurses, Caroline Hinton and Kathy Lurcook, are 
also happy to speak with any concerned parents 
~ please telephone them on 01865 234985. 

Young Hearts’ Chair Debbi Moseley has  decided 
that due to work commitments, she is unable to 
continue in her current role as Chair. We thank 
Debbi for all her hard work and enthusiasm over 
the past few months.  We are therefore urgently 
looking for a new voluntary Chair.  If you have 
good organisational and communication skills, can 
‘make things happen’ and are enthusiastic about 
putting something back into the community, then 
this could be a very rewarding role for you. 
 
For any further info or to discuss the position, 
please call Kim Homewood on 01235 539613. 
 

 
All Things Bride & Beautiful 
ATB&B have shops in Wallingford, Buckingham 
and Aylesbury.  They are asking brides (past,  
present and future!) to wear their wedding 
gowns for one day, 30th June (date to be con-
firmed) and for people to sponsor them, with all 
monies going to Young Hearts.  Some brides will 
be at home with the children, or off to work on 
the bus, or shopping, or doing the school run, 
etc.  So, watch out for the brides in force on that 
day!  Such a great idea and we really appreciate 
being nominated as their charity.  For more    
i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  g o  t o :   
www.brideandbeautiful.co.uk or e-mail: 
info@bride&beautiful.co.uk. 
 
Trip to Beale Park 
We are organising a trip to Beale Park on   
Saturday 10 July. If your family would like to 
come along, please call Helen Lay on 01608 
658834 or e-mail support@younghearts.co.uk.  
 
You’ll need to make your own way there and 
meet us at the park entrance just before  
11.00am. All you need to bring is a picnic ~    
admission will be paid by Young Hearts and this 
will be  an  opportunity for members to get    
together  informally.   
 
Young Hearts’ Christmas Party  
Our Children’s Christmas Party will be held at 
The Four Pillars Hotel, Oxford, on Sunday       
5 December. Invitations will be sent out to  
Young Hearts’ members nearer the time, but 
please keep the date free in your  diaries. 
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Forthcoming Events 

On: Tuesday 15 June 2010 

Time 5-8pm 

Venue: The Oxford Centre 
333 Banbury Road 
Oxford     OX2 7PL 

Desperately Seeking New Chair 

External Review 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Young Hearts 
P O Box 271, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, OX7 9DR 

E:  support@younghearts.co.uk 
W:  www.younghearts.co.uk 

Children’s Corner 
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Ask your Mum or Dad to give you a hand  
~ or if you get really stuck, check out our website! 

BARBEQUE 
FLOWERS  
HEATWAVE 
HOLIDAY 

ICECREAM 
SEASIDE 
SUMMER 
SUNHAT 

 

JUST JOKING… 
 

Q:  What's the worst thing about being an octopus? 
A:  Washing your hands before dinner. 

 
Doctor, doctor, I keep thinking I’m a goat. 

How long have you felt like this? 
Since I was a kid! 

 

 

SUMMER WORDSEARCH 
Can you find the following words hidden in the grid? 

Should you have any questions about anything mentioned in this newsletter,  
or if you have an idea or query about something else,  

then please call on 01608 658 834  or e-mail us:   support@younghearts.co.uk.      
If you are interested in helping out at Young Hearts in any way at all,  

we really would love to hear from you.  
 

With very best wishes from all of the Young Hearts committee members.   

Contact  Young Hearts 


